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On-Board Communications acknowledges the challenges facing Tier III carriers in their
attempt to meet current Phase II-compliant E911 location requirements. Granting
forbearance to the existing requirements without investigating alternative location
technologies may be premature. Carriers have focused on network or phone based
location solutions without regard to alternative technologies. Since the inception of the
FCC Phase II guidelines in 1996', a number of solutions have emerged which are
independent of the carrier’s network. Further, some of these solutions operate with both
legacy and future cellular telephones regardless of the wireless protocol.

Public Safety Answering Points in rural areas experience similar challenges, finding the
financial and human resources to upgrade systems to support Phase II wireless E911°.
Some alternative solutions may enable a PSAP to receive location information without
modification to existing PSAP infrastructure.

With recent world happenings, Americans are increasingly concerned with safety and
security. Enforcing the Phase II wireless E911 mandate is in the best interest of every
citizen. It would not be in the public interest to forbear this mandate for Tier III carriers
until all alternative means of providing wireless location information are exhausted.
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